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September 15, 2014

Senacor Tom Facey, Chair
Educarion & Local Governmenr Interim Committee
418 Pllmouth Sr.
Missoula. i\4T 59801-4113

Dear chair Facey and Members of the Education 6q Local Governmenr lnterim commirtee,

on behalf of the lvlontana Association of Counties, we are wridng ro express our support o[ Montana State
Flfe Chrefs Associarion's proposed solurion Eo aLtorv the Govemoi ro immed.iarely respond to emerging
incidents by broadening the scope ofl0-3-3l0, MCA. ln doing rhis, rve will be abie 

"*pedite 
deploymeit of

resources to assist s4th emerging incidents across the staEe.

As the MCA is currently wntten, theState is encumberecl by rhe local jurisd.iction going rhrough the
dtsasrer declarario-nprocess, to inclde the 2 mill emergen y 

"ss..smenr, 
which rnu"st bf madeEy a

unanimous I'ote of the governing body, before engaging. If one of the members is gone, ir cannot'be done
unril rhar mcmbeL reEunts or is contacted ro ler thai person "vore." By that point t time, rnany siruarions
have grolvn from a minor emergency to a major disasier, therefore hcreasrng costs ro everyone, particularly
rhe state.

With the abrliry for rhe state to initiate a response earlier in adisaster, prior to a 2-mill levy berng approvcd
by the lo':ljurisdiction, many of the disasteri may be reduccd in scopelrhereby reducing the rocal costs. As
expresscd above, ir is currently diflicult to rapidly courmit funds rowirds mirrgaring inciiencs r.vhile they
are emerging.

It must be noted thar there is no addirional money berng requesred, bur rarher rhe bill would allow a
quicker srare response using existing funding.

lf you have questions or need addicional clarification, plcase do nor hesirate to call me directly at 406-449.
4160.

Legislarive Anaiyst 6s Communicatrons Specialist
Montana Associarion of Counries
(Office) 406.449.4360
mJ((rlcq(,!,lTItLr)utrti(s.org i rt u.\r'.lDtrrtun er urg

CC: Leanne Kurrz, Legislarive Services Diresion

Sincerely,

ShanrFM. Siaperas

Education and Local Government
September 76,2014
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